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1. Course: Aims and objectives:
- to familiarize students with basic theoretical issues of the discipline in question; 

- to give an idea of the main patterns of contemporary international relations; 

- to teach how to analyze trends of world politics; 

- to develop skills of independent analysis of international events and of their forecasting.
2. Place of discipline in the structure of the higher education program:
The discipline “World Politics” belongs to the optional part of block 1 of the curriculum.
Table No. 1 lists previous and subsequent courses aimed at developing course-related competencies in accordance with the matrix of competencies of the higher education program.

Table No. 1

Previous and subsequent courses aiming to build competencies
	No. 
	Competencies and their respective acronyms
	Previous courses
	Subsequent courses 
(groups of courses)

	General cultural competencies

	
	GCC-1-3
	
	

	General professional competencies

	
	GPC-1, GPC-2, GPC-4, GPC-7, GPC-8, GPC-14
	
	

	Professional competencies (type of professional activity)

	
	PC-22, PC-23, PC-26, PC-27, PC-30, PC-31, PC-34
	
	

	Specialized professional competencies pertaining to the degree

	
	
	
	


3. Requirements for the outcome of mastering the course:

The following competencies are to be built when studying the course:

general cultural competencies (GCC): 
- capacity for abstract thinking, analysis, synthesis (GCC-1);

- aptitude to act in non-routine situations, to take social and ethical responsibility for one’s own decision-making (GCC-2);

- aptitude for self-improvement, self-fulfillment, use of one’s creative potential (GCC-3);

general professional competencies (GPC):

- capacity to think in a consistent manner, to identify messages of international politics and diplomacy, and the meanings of the issues that get into the focus of one’s professional activities (GPC-1);

- ability to select from the wealth of knowledge and skills of Master in international politics specific competencies required for a particular profile of a specific type of activities (GPC-2); 

- to possess knowledge and to be aware of the civic meaning of one’s future professional activities (GPC-4);

- ability to identify meaningful facts from the flows of international political information and to classify them according to tasks at hand (GPC-7);

- to know professional terminology and the conceptual framework of international activities in the official language of the Russian Federation and in foreign languages (GPC-8);

- ability to take personal responsibility for the outcome of one’s professional activities (GPC-14). 

professional competencies (PC) 
- ability to know one’s way around contemporary trends of global political development, global political processes, to understand their prospects and possible consequences for the Russian Federation (PC-22);

- ability to understand the logic of global processes and developments of the world political system of international relations in their dependence on economy, history and law (PC-23);

- ability to know one’s way around global economic, environmental, demographic, migration processes, to understand the mechanisms of mutual interaction of the planetary environment, global economy and world politics (PC-26);

- to have knowledge of legal foundations of international interaction, to understand and to be able to analyze their impact on the foreign policy of the Russian Federation and other nations across the globe (PC-27);

- to have knowledge of the most important theories of international relations, Russian and international educational institutions (PC-30);

- to know the basics and to have basic skills in applied analysis of international situations (PC-31);

- to have knowledge of the main vectors of foreign policy of major foreign nations, peculiarities of their diplomacy and their relations with the Russian Federation (PC-34);

Having completed the course, the student must:

know: 
· the terminology of the theory of international relations and world politics; 
· the methodology of this academic discipline; 
· the timeline milestones of the theory of international relations; 
· the main concepts of world politics and international relations; 
be able to: 
· describe the meaning of the principal terms and concepts of the course; 
· characterize the system and structure of contemporary international relations; 
· identify fundamental development patterns of the world politics and international relations; 
· ascertain Russia’s place in contemporary world politics.  
have: 
· theoretical knowledge that enables analysis of issues of contemporary world politics; 
· knowledge of various methods of political research and know areas of their most effective application; 
· skills of predicting development trends of international relations and world politics.
4. Course scope and types of academic work
Total workload of the course: 3 points of credit.

	Type of academic work
	Total hours
	Semesters

	
	
	3
	
	
	

	Classroom studies (total)
	36
	
	
	
	

	Including:
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Lectures
	
	
	
	
	

	Practice (PR)
	
	
	
	
	

	Seminars (S)
	36
	36
	
	
	

	Lab classes (LC)
	
	
	
	
	

	Unsupervised work (total)
	36
	36
	
	
	

	Total workload                                              hours
                                                                points of credit
	108
	108
	
	
	

	
	3
	3
	
	
	


5. Course description
5.1. Course sections: Description
	No.
	Course section
	Description (topics)

	1.
	Introduction. World politics as object of study.
	Term “world politics.” Subject of world politics and international relations.  Actors of world politics. Global political process. 

	2.
	Geopolitics.
	Substance, categories and functions of geopolitics. Geostrategy. Geostrategic region. Geopolitical region. Natural borders. Political boundary. Geopolitical lines. Milestones of emergence and development of geopolitics. 

	3.
	International relations.
	Concept and principles of international relations. Classification of international relations. Types and levels of international relations. Degree of development of international relations. Plurality of subjects of world politics and international relations. Plurality of factors shaping international relations. Analysis levels in international relations. International security. 

	4.
	Basic concepts of world politics and international relations.
	Liberal and neoliberal concepts of international relations. Neo-Marxist concepts of international relations. Modernist and neo-modernist concepts. Theoretical concepts of international integration. Political idealism in the theory and practice of international relations. Political realism and neorealism. 

	5.
	Place and role of Russia in the global political space.
	Place and role of Russia in the global political space. Impact of the domestic political situation on Russia’s foreign policy. Foreign policy philosophies of various political forces in Russia. Russia and the CIS. Russia and Europe. Potential, prospects and capabilities, actions and achievements in foreign policy. 

	6.
	National interest.
	Concept of national interest. Foundation of national interest. Systemically important factor of national interest. Boundaries of national interest. Diplomacy. Suspension of diplomatic relations. Declaration of war. Negotiations. Visits. Involvement in the work of international organizations. Signing international treaties and agreements. Joint environmental action. Diplomacy as a science. Diplomacy as an art.

	7.
	Globalization as a main trend in the global political process.
	Theoretical discussions on issues of globalization. World politics and global economy amidst globalization. Political movements and organizations amidst globalization. Anti-globalization. 

	8.
	International law.
	Emergence and milestones. System of international law. Classification of rules of international law. Principles of international law. International personality of States, nations and peoples. International legal recognition. International legal status of population. Political asylum and terms of its granting. State succession. 

	9.
	Armed forces as a determining factor of power politics. Army and State.
	Notion of “force” in international relations. Components of a State’s power potential. Power resources. Power capabilities. Convertibility of power resources and power capabilities. Power play. Bargaining. Culture of political bargaining. Pressure. Threat. Use of force. Strategy of reciprocity. Strategy of deterrence. Strategy of coercion. Strategy of escalation. 

	10.
	International conflicts and mechanisms of their settlement.
	Place of conflict in international relations. Factor analysis. Liberal approach. Struggle for limited resources. Power struggle. Contest for influence. Division of the world. Re-division of the world. Territorial conflicts. Political conflicts. Economic conflicts. Ethnic conflicts. Religious conflicts. Ideological conflicts. Settlement of international conflicts. Negotiation process. Mediation. Types of mediation. Arbitration. Popular diplomacy. Armed conflict. War theories. War in international relations. 

	11.
	Moral standards in international relations.
	Morals of international relations as a derivative of political morals. The problem of moral choice in international relations. Idealistic vision of political morals. Realistic interpretation of morals in international relations. Modernist interpretation of morals in international relations. 

	12.
	International organizations in the global political process.
	Characteristics of international organizations according to the nature of membership. Characteristics of international organizations in terms of geographic dimension. Genesis of international organizations and their growth pattern. The UN. Milestones of economic integration of the European Community.


5.2. Course sections and types of academic work 
	No.
	Course section
	Lectures
	Practice
	Lab classes
	Seminars
	Unsupervised work
	Total hours

	1. 
	Introduction. World politics as object of study.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	12

	2. 
	Geopolitics.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	3. 
	International relations.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	4. 
	Basic concepts of world politics and international relations.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	5. 
	Place and role of Russia in the global political space.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	6. 
	National interest.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	7. 
	Globalization as a main trend in the global political process.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	8. 
	International law.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	9. 
	Armed forces as a determining factor of power politics. Army and State.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	10. 
	International conflicts and mechanisms of their settlement.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	11. 
	Moral standards in international relations.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	12. 
	International organizations in the global political process.
	3
	
	
	3
	3
	9

	
	TOTAL
	36
	
	
	36
	36
	108


6. Lab class (if any)
	No. 
	Course section No.
	Lab classes
	Work-load
(hrs)

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	


7. Practical classes (seminars):
	No. 
	Course section No.
	Topics of practical classes (seminars)
	Work-load
(hrs)

	1. 
	1. 
	World politics as object of study.
	3

	2. 
	2. 
	Geopolitics.
	3

	3. 
	3. 
	International relations.
	3

	4. 
	4. 
	Basic concepts of world politics and international relations.
	3

	5. 
	5. 
	Place and role of Russia in the global political space.
	3

	6. 
	6. 
	National interest.
	3

	7. 
	7. 
	Globalization as a main trend in the global political process.
	3

	8. 
	8. 
	International law.
	3

	9. 
	9. 
	Armed forces as a determining factor of power politics. 
	3

	10. 
	     10.
	International conflicts and mechanisms of their settlement.
	3

	11. 
	     11.
	Moral standards in international relations.
	3

	12. 
	     12.
	International organizations in the global political process.
	3

	TOTAL
	36


8. Equipment to facilitate the course study:

In-house computer network, workstations with Internet access, a video projector, a screen, a plasma display (50+”).
9. Information support for the course 
· Holdings of the Academic Library of the Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia
· search engines Yandex, Google

· eLIBRARY.RU, CIAO net, POLPRED.COM

10. Teaching and learning support materials for the course:

Key readings
1. Introduction to Politics (selected chapters). Robert Garner, Peter Ferdinand, and Stephanie Lawson. Publisher: Oxford University Press. (3rd edition) February 2016 
ISBN: 9780198704386

2. The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (7th ed) (selected chapters). Edited by John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens. Publisher: Oxford University Press Print Publication Date: Dec 2016 
ISBN-13: 9780198739852 

Published online: Sep 2017DOI: 10.1093/hepl/9780198739852.001.0001

3. Essential Readings in World Politics (Seventh Edition) (selected works). Heather Elko McKibben (Author), Karen A. Mingst  (Author), Jack L. Snyder (Author). Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company; Seventh edition (June 10, 2019) 
ISBN-10: 0393664619

4. Introduction to Global Politics (selected chapters) by Steven L. Lamy and John S. Masker | Jul 13, 2018. Publisher: Oxford University Press; 5 edition (July 13, 2018)

ISBN-10: 0190904658

Optional readings:

1. Frieden J. The Governance of International Finance // Annual Review of Political Science. -

2016. – Vol. 19. P. 33-48. – URL: https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurevpolisci-053014-031647. – Annual Reviews.

2. Telegram from Nikolai Novikov, Soviet Ambassador to the US, to the Soviet Leadership,” September 27, 1946, History and Public Policy Program Digital Archive, AVP SSSR, f. 06.

op. 8, p. 45, p. 759, published in Mezhdunarodnaya Zhizn' #11, 1990, pp. 148-154, translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg. URL: http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/110808.

3. Oxford Handbook of Transformations of the State / Leibfried S., Huber E., Lange M., Levy J.D., Stephens J.D. – N.Y.: Oxford University Press, 2015. – 898 p. URL:

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199691586.001.0001/oxford

HB-9780199691586. – Oxford References Online, Oxford Scholarship Online, Oxford English Dictionary Online, Oxford Handbooks Online, Oxford Art Online

LIST OF INFORMATION SOURCES FOR SPECIFIC SECTIONS OF THE COURSE
1. American Political Science Association (APSA): http://www.apsanet.org/ 
2. Encyclopaedia Britannica: http://www.britannica.com/ 
3. Polis. Political Studies journal: http://www.politstudies.ru  
4. Politeia, a journal of Political Theory, Political Philosophy and Sociology of Politics: http://www.politeia.ru/ 
5. International Political Science Association (IPSA): http://www.ipsa-aisp.org/  
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